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The frame from a film showing President Kennedy struck by an assassin's bullet in Dallas. 



Did the mob order the 
President’s murder ? 
Or did Lee Harvey 
Oswald act alone ? 
The tragedy in Dallas 
was 25 years ago — 
but the questions may 
never die. 
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Reviewed by 

Dick Pol man 
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ir/nLn S .i om ? ,hlng about 'hose 5.6 seconds 
1 M l““ has forever scared the Ameri- 
can psyche, and robbed us of our collective 
innocence. Every question prompts a slew 

answers 'hat lead everywhere 
mto a labyrinth of riddles where logic 
means little. 14 

Twenty-five years after President John F 

Dealev^PlaM^A wasshanered by gunfire in 
Uealey I .aza Americans are still debating 

the number of shots fired, the origin of the 

shous the number of gunmen, the loyalties 

l the h g r men - ,he 1,8,115 of 'he bullets and 
the shady acts of powerful men who may 

have sought to manipulate history for their 
own financial or political gain. 3 

in A tm? ncaD r S areD t accustomed to thinking 
n terms of conspiracy: Americans believe 
in the loner, the one rotten apple in a 
bountiful barrel. To think otherwise is to 
wnfront the possibility that malevolem 

cratk system.^ * PiV0U>l r °' e to 8 dem » 

tx ^ a ^° ,J ° hn {f Davis writes in his new 
boolt Mafia Kingfish: Carlos MarceUo and 
the Assassination of John F. Kennedy. "It 






final disclosure 

,. The Full Truth 
About the Assassination 
of President Kennedy 

David W. Belin 

Scribners. 24 9 pp , $19.95 

MAFIA KINGFISH 
Larlos Marcello and the 
Assassination of John F. Kennedy 

John H. Davis 
McGrawHilL 580 pp. S19.9S 

? ne ’ hi , ng K> 'ell the world that an 
unbalanced loner killed the President and 
’ h ® n , r wa , s < > m . ck, y executed for his crime by 

arim.T C1U2en • ' ' and *> ui,e another to 
f /.! ,h8t °“® of 'he most powerful crime 
families in the nation had been able to 

violent the course of American history by 
lolent means and get away with it.” 

h»v?n^!l^ e > KeDnedy nos,algia hooks that 
have nooded the market this year two new 

assassination volumes have emerged. One of - 

them, Davis' Mafia Kingfish. provides fresh 



about a Mafia contract 

Dav^ w iL™ 6 ° ther ' Final Disclosure, by 

Warren^Tmn^^ ! h ® former counsel to the 
arren 5 mmission * ar gues that “the con- 
tinuing deception of the American peoDle" 

and !f n5allonalisB " and "cultists" m£ 
and that we must once and for all accept Lee 
Harvey Oswald, the man in the sixth n^r 

W ft?th W ' a ,i the 80,6 gullty P a| ry- 
Both authors undoubtedly would consider 

innlT 1 ?? ,0 * ,rmh sleu 'hs, but Daris a 
cousin of Jacqueline Kennedy Onassis has a 
distinct advantage. Both men are writhe 
for an audience that, since 1963. has grown 
skeptical and accustomed to looking fnr 

point k ?h!! h tt I he f 8rface ° r even ts. Belin 's 
point is that the old story is the true one- 

Davns, on the other hand, offers new slimp 

-aplenty, helped by 220.000 pagS of TresMv 

examined FBI documents - many of whfch 

&£; Med 10 provide to ,ha Warren 

h?hl!< h ^ re ? ° f assass i nation books pub- 
in the last two decades, Mafia King - 

non bu?on Ue th f r USiD8 T ° D ** ^assinf- 

non hut on the man who has emerged in 

recent years as a prime conspiracy suspect 

At the peak of his power 20 years ago Carlos 

Marcello, based in New Orleans. hSSfflS 



States With'? Crin]e f8mily in the United 
S2 Wm™ re esuma,ed annual income of 

tion and leeiHmaf ambllne ’ drugs ' P ros '"u- 

“SSL 1 ¥! "" 

owra L TJ , d ° DS ' MarceUo had always 

peers resnonod h” e wol ^‘ underworld 
peers respected his power so murh that k«' 

S” » »«e“w SC 

g p * n , g th f* r approval in advance. 

Broach^ than , aking Ui e predictable ap- 

context 7f , P h r „ " lng Marcell ° only in the 
context of the assassination — Davis does 

We totThif^ 8 “ S Marcell0 ' s 7 * yeare of 
senil re ,^ y ? U ongins '° his current 
one pn stnn^n fi? '! 18 ,be assassination as 

a. S3 M ” a ' '«*» » 

Nine years ago, the House Select Commit- 

underwo^W h^ a ,'h° DS concluded 'hat the 
uoaerworid had the means and motive fnr 

'he deed; this book clar.fies that S “ nano bv 

Theo?,e U « im0 ^ rcellos Parochfal world" 
The question, of course, is why the weight 

Of all this admittedly circumstantial ew! 

(See KENNEDY on 4-V) 



Dick Polman is an Inquirer staff writer. 



or^ni,^ arCeU \ left ' the New 

organued-enme boss, masterminded the 
assassination of President John F. Ken- 

t0 a new book, "Mafia 
Ktng/tsh, by John H. Davis. Marcel^s 
motivation, according to Davis, was to 

prt it th >Z V he PresidenVs brother, Rob- 

w,re d D l> ? n a senator - speaks at a 
Senate Rackets Committee hearing in 

23 rb ^ K , enned * the eommff 
tee s chief counsel, listens. 
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named Edward Becker, whose credi- 
bility was verified by House probers a 
decade ago, Marcello told him in 1962 
that he intended to neutralize the 
attorney general by killing his 
brother: "Ya know what they say in 
Sicily: If you want to kill a dog, you 
don’t cut off the tail, you cut off the 
head." Becker says Marcello told him 
that he’d set up a “nut” to take the 
heat, “the way they do in Sicily.” 

Twenty-five years later, Becker reit- 
erated to Davis his conviction that 
the threat was serious. Most Mafia 
bosses, he is quoted as saying, 
wouldn’t conceive of killing a presi- 
dent, because “they tend 10 be very 
patriotic, pride themselves on being 
so American. But Carlos . . . was in a 
category all by himself. . . . They have 
their own code (in Louisianal, their 

own rules Hell, a little Napoleon 

like Carlos, killing (Kennedy! was 

nothing He was just someone who 

was standing in his way.” 

Davis details the web of relation- 
ships that tied Marcello to Lee Harvey 
Oswald to David Ferrie to Jack Ruby. 
According to Davis, Ferrie was an 
adviser to Marcello and the two met 
frequently in the weeks immediately 
preceding the assassination. Ferrie 
also was seen often in New Orleans 
with Oswald during the summer of 
1963, Davis reports. Oswald’s uncle 
worked for Marcello. And Oswald, 
according to wiretapped comments 
made years later by Marcello himself, 
worked that summer as a runner in 
the crime chiefs gambling network. 

And then there’s Ruby, the sleaze- 
show proprietor, depicted by Belin 
and other Warren Commission de- 
fenders as a grief-stricken loser who 
shot Oswald to spare Jacqueline Ken- 
nedy a return trip to Dallas. But as 
Davis claims. Ruby was a man with 
serious underworld ties, going back 
to his native Chicago, where he ran 
errands for lieutenants of A1 Capone. 
(The Warren Report simply said that 
Ruby had a few shady friends.) 

Ruby was tight with the Marcello 
family, Davis reports, and Dallas was 
Marcello turf. Ruby had been seen 
visiting Marcello-owned haunts in 
New Orleans. As one law enforcement 
source told Davis, “Everyone I knew 
was flabbergasted that the Warren 
Commission and the FBI never men- 
tioned any of this in their reports.” 



Davis believes that one element of 
the plot went awry — that Oswald, 
the perfect proCastro “nut" who 
once had defected to the Soviet 
Union, was to have been killed right 
after Kennedy was. Davis doesn’t 
know what went wrong. But he be- 
lieves that Ruby was enlisted, possi- 
bly at the last moment, to kill the 
captured Oswald before Oswald was 
able to prove his claim, shouted to 
reporters, that he had been a "patsy." 

Nowhere in Belin 's apologia for the 
Warren Commission does he begin to 
address the world in which Ruby 
lived. Instead, he points out that Ruby 
repeatedly told a rabbi who visited 
him in prison that he acted alone to 
kill' Oswald. That satisfies Belin, who 
is outraged that the rabbi was never 
called by the House panel; such a 
character witness, he believes, would 
have put to rest all the conspiracy 
paranoia. Besides, he writes, "so- 
called Mafia hit men do not kill their 
victim when the area is surrounded 
by police officers so that the gunman 
can be immediately captured." 

On the contrary, writes Davis, "the 
quick and extraordinarily public si- 
lencing of the suspected assassin . . . 
before he could reveal the details of 
the murder plot was a Mafia practice 
going back to the farthest origins of 
the old Sicilian brotherhood. The pur- 
pose was to serve notice to other 
possible witnesses to the murder con- 
spiracy as to what might happen to 
them if they decided to talk." 

Davis concedes that his circumstan- 
tial evidence proves nothing, which 
is why Belin scoffs at "conspiracy 
cultists" and at those who persist in 
“theorizing about the influence of 
the Mafia in America.” One is tempt- 
ed to embrace Belin ’s plaintive cry: 
“If the citizenry cannot believe the 
findings of an independent commis- 
sion chaired by the chief justice of 
the United States . . . whom can you 
trust?” 

In Woody Allen's film Annie Hall, 
Carol Kane chides Allen for his Ken- 
nedy obsession and scoffs, “Then ev- 
erybody’s in on the conspiracy — the 
FBI and the CIA and J. Edgar Hoover 
and oil companies and the Pentagon 
and the men’s room attendants at the 
White House?” 

And Allen says, “I would leave out 
the men’s room attendants." 



